MUMMIFIED CATS AS MANURE

The Birmingham Post 1 Feb 1890

London Correspondence:

- An English firm, I hear from a good source,
“has secured a consignment of several thousand
mummitied cats, from Egyptian tombs, for the
purpose of selling them for manure. These are
to be delivered not in bulk, but in powder, it
being stated that this, wheit mixed with cerfain
- chemicals, forms an even better fertiliser than the
- much-talked-of nitrate. As the Egyptians have
previously been known to sell the mummies of
their ancestors in order that they may be ground
lnto brown paint, of which they are said to be an
~excellens basis, no wonder need be felt that the
remains of the many sacred animals to be found in
toelr tombs should similarly be put to commercial

-~ use, . _ o

The Belfast Newsletter 3™ Feb 1890

A NEW INDUSTRY.

LoNDON. SATURDAY.—An English firm, it is
reported, has secured a conmsigniment of several
thousand mummified cats from Egyptian tombs
for the purpose of selling them for manure. "These
are to be delivered, not in bulk, but in powder, it
Lbeing stated that this, when mixed with certain

chemnicals, forms an even better fertilizcer than the
much-talked-of nitrate.

Aberdeen Weekly Journal 4" Feb 1890

Novet IMPORTATION.—The stesmer Pharos, be
longivg to the Mose Line, from Alexandria, has (sa18
to-day’s (Tuesday) ‘‘ Liverpooi Journal of Comn-
merce ”’) ,just landed in the Alexandria Dock &2
extraordfoary consignment of 20 tone of muwmmitied
cate from KEgyptian tombs, They bave all been
stripped of the npecegsory wrappinge, but in ever
other respect are scented and embalmed, This is ap
instalment of a quantity to be iwported for fertiliz:
lng.




Dundee Courier and Argus 4" Feb 1890

A QUELR IMPORTATION.

150,000 MUMDMIFIED CATS.

A Liverpoo! tinn lias just received a consignment
of nineteen tons erabalmed cats, which are to be
u~e 1l as inunure.  The curgo contains no less taan
18004 of the feline species, suppused to have been
Luried iwo thousand years betore Christ in a
sublerianeas cometery about two hundred miles
from Cairo, iuto which an Igyptian fellabh was
accideutally precipitated. The cats were found
laid out 1 1ows, vne ou the top of the other, aud
carefully canlidined as though Egzyptian mommies.
Tuey were bunght tor cousigument in Egypt at
T4~ 894 per to,

i sroataer Paaves, belougiug to thie Moss Line,
from Aleaaadria bus (savs the Liverpool Jouraal
of Couererrre ) inst landed in the Alexandria Dock
aun catiavnimary eonsignment of 20 tons of
nrvannited cats from Egyptian tombs, Tuey have
all beew sarinped of the necessary wrappiugs, but
in every other resnect sceuted and embalmed.
Tlas 1 an instaaneat of a quantity to be imported
for tertiiining purposes,

Dundee Courier and Argus 4" Feb 1890

About 180,000 mumnified cats have been
imported from Egypt to be used in this
country as manure.

Pal Mall Gazette 4™ Feb 1890

A CARGO OF MUMMIFIED CATS.

There has just arrived from Alexandria at Liverpool, by the steamer
Pharos, a consignent of neary twenty tons of cats, numbering some 180,000,
taken out of an ancient subterramcan cats' cemetery discovered about 100
miles (ron Cairc by an Epyptian fellah, who accidentally fell into this cgts’
cemetery, wiich he found completely Olled with cats, evety one of which
had been separately embalmed and dressed in cloth after the manner
of Egyptian mummies, and all laid out in rows. Specimens of these have been
taken by Mr, Moore, curator of thg Liverpool Museum, where they can be
seen, In ancient times the Egyptian cat was Lucied with all hononrs, bat
those consigned to Messrs. Levington and Co,, of Liverpool, aiter being
purchased in Egypt at £3 135 od per ton, will be vsed in this country as

Avnane,




The Daily Post 4" Feb 1890

A CoxsieNMENT oF Mumiirien Cats.—Messrs,
Leventon and Co., of Liverpool, have just received a con;
signment of 19 tons of embalmed cats, which are to be
used as manure. The cargo contains no less than 180,000
specimens of the feline species, supposed to have been
buried 2,000 years B.C.in a subterranean cemetery about
100 miles from Cairo, into which an EZzyptian fellah was
accidentally precipitated. The cats were found laid out
in rows one on top of the other, and carefully embalmed
as though they were Egyptian mummies, and bousbt fop
consignment in Egypt at 73s. 9d. per ton.

(Longer article in the Daily Post on 16™ about the role of the cat in Egypt etc...)

The Essex Standard, West Suffolk Gazette, and Eastern Counties' Advertiser 8" Feb 1890

THg latert remedy for distressed agriculture comn-
e1sts of embalmed cats. We bave heard some
disputsting lately about the loss of fertility in the
earth. Ip orderto do romething in a small way to
resture that lost fertility, a Liverpoo® firm bhas just
twported froin Egypt npineteen tons of embalied
Cats to be neea a8 manure. These cats, being regarded
be their Fpyptian owpers as holy creatures, were
buried in a vast eubterrsnean chamber letely dis-
covered. The price was 73s. 93, a ton, which seemn
cheap, for it must take several hundreds of embalmed
cals to go to s ton. In fact, there were 180,000 cats
10 the nineteen tone, 80 that the problem cao easily be
worked out. The present market price of mummified
caté te only one-teoth of a penny each. In the
Colchester Museum there ie one sacred mummified
Egyptian cat exhibited as & tressure of remarkahle
value s&nd interest. Yet here there are 150,000
of these h.ly beasts brought over to thie
country, after many centuries of eclemn repose, to
be cas: upon the ground as manure, After all they
have heen idle long enough, and we cap only hope
that they will be mnre ureful in this conntry than
they ever were in their own,




Bristol Mercury and daily Post 11*" Feb 1890

'SALE OF FELINE MUMMIES,

AMUSING SOBNE,

At moon yesterdsy Messrs James Gordon and Co,
gold by auction, at Liverpool, eight and a half tons of
mummified cats from Egypt, The mummitied cats,
which came from Beni Hassan, abont 100 miles from
Cairo, were copsigped to Messrs Kieinworth, Sons,

. and Co,, Liverpool, They wers bronght t5 Liverpool
in 100 baga by the stenmer Thebes, from BEgypt. The
sale aitrscted & wry large number of Liverpoel
merchants, Mr J. C. Gordon, who conduotéd the sale
of the cate, said that Professor Conway had written
an article about them, and had expressed his helief

that they were fzom
3000 To 4000 YEARS OLD,

They bad in the room that day & basket of the
mummified bones &8 a specimen of what the remain-
g bones were like, The bomes wonld be sold at a0
wuch & ton. He would like an offer, The bidding
commenced at £3 per ton, and gradually advanced to
£5 175 (3, ot which sum _they were knooked down to
Meears Loventon and Co, Messra Lisventon and Co,wers
the purchasere of theother oonsignment of mummified
cate, which were disposed of a short timeago, The
price per ton then realised wae £313s0d, A lorge
rumber of aingle cats' heads were next aold at

jceg  vorying - from 1" 94 to 48 6d each,

e reason the cats heads wera sold singly was
because the brokers had been deluged with lebters
seliing if they would sell ‘specimons a3z samplea,
‘Plie punmics are broken into Iragments, few periect
specimens remaining, They wers packad very tightly
into bags for the purpose of saving freights, The
fireb cat's hend which was disposed wf brought an
offer of 1s 3d, Mr Gordon said the heod helonged to

A BEAUTIFUL TOM,

and was worth more (laughter), The bidding for the
head slowly advanced in price, snd was knooked
down to & Mr Qorst for 38 3d. 'The head of another
caf, which Mr Gordon assured his audience was that
of & bona fide Tom cat, brought 3s, A finespeciwen
of & cat's head and neck; witha portion of the mummy
oloth op, realised 4s, Mr Gordon displayed a oat's
head with ail the teoth intact, and this brought aa
offer of 2a 6d. ‘The nuotioneer, who remarked that the
teoth were worth more, succeeded in obtaining 4a for
the hesd, Anotber cat’s head, which Mr Gordon
said was
LIKE THAT OF A HUMAN BEING,

renliced 28 6d, Many of the specimens were pur-
chased by Mr Gorst, and it was remarked by the
suctioncer that Mr CGorst waa obtaining valuable
gpceimens (laughter), and that he would gell them
agsin to musenms at £4 and £5 each (loud inughter),
Another maummified cat's head, with the jawa opan,
exoited some ridionle nmong the buyera, One gentles
man reked were its eyes opem, and Mr Gordon
responded by asying—The onb is

ABLEEP WITE ONE EYE OPEX,

The head in a ;‘:‘erreat study for & aweat face (langhter),
The head was knooked down for3s 3d, The auctionesy
next dieplayed what he termed o very finespecimen of
& cat’s face, though not a handsome one, and this was
wold for 22, Some amusement was evoked over thesals
of the hindquartera of aont, to which weresattachad its
two hind fect. MrGordon displayed the fest in question
to his audience, and giving both feot a pull for the
P of phowing the claws, remar that thay
woﬁd' come off, Some old gentlemen — evidently
goientists—who wers in the room urged the auotioneer
not to break the feef, and a voice oried,
WHANDLE THAT TOM CAT GENTLY."

The specimen in gueation was sold for 63 6d. The
.hind leg of & ontrealiscd 1a 9d, aud o oat’s paw with
‘the nails intaot 18 8d, The sale from firat to_lnst
evoked tgmn merriment, and it was quite a study to
watch the interest which a few men of soienca looked
upon the aifair as com rgsred'ﬁn the-banter indulged in
by men of business, Messrs Leventon and Co., who
bought the mummified cats by the tom, inteni o
grind them up into manure, It is slated om gooi
anthority that the remains of Hgypbian raummified
human beings have before now been ground in English
wills for manure, '




Leeds Mercury 11" Feb 1890

MUTMFED CATS AS MANURE. — Yesierday
Messrs. James Gordon and Co., produce hrokers, of L:var:_
pool, sold at their offices, 9, Rumfcrd-street, 8F tous oI
mummifed cats’ bones. The animals had come from
Beypt, and were said te be somewhere about 2,000 years
old. The cats had been bured by.the ancient Egyptisns
with all the reverenca due to the feline race, according to
the Egyptian doctrine. Few of the cats auctioned were
perfect, but amongst the bones Wers numerous heads 1 an
excellent state of preservation, the hair being perfect in
colour and flexiliiify. Owing o the publicity given to a
former cousivument, there was 2 c'rowded atiendapce of
people. Sume 30 beads of the animials were offersd for
auction, aud were inost eagerly purchased ut prices vary-
ing from 1s, 6d. to 53, There were plenty of bugers at the
lafter rate, but Messrs, Gorden and Co. would 2ot ofter
any further ones, and eventually 2ll of the bones were
knocked down to Messra. Leventon and Do, of Hackins
Hey, Liverpool, at £&17s. per tou. ‘Lhese gentlemen are
imgorters of bones from the diffevent Mediterranean ports,
and of guamo, and the mumuw:fied cats are now being
ground up by Mesavs, Leventen for, fertilising purposes.

Lowe mumerified Egvptian cuts sold so well yester-
%! & Liverpool that further search in the cemeteries
% fbasoh-land is certain, as a response to an aetive
"Tuereial demard. Four shillings and sixpeuoe was
“ mm paid for single heads, and one complete body
" head fetched- ome shilling additiomal. The
Ii"““l'ﬁ“:-}“-mul:u:ug;er has no doubt ulhterior intentions with
“¥ spicimens. Taken by the ton, the cats
I“-“ﬁ £5 17s. 6d., aund considered parely as
s for the agricuiturist, this may not be a

%20 speculation on the part of buyers.

(A summary report also in 15" Feb edition)



Liverpool Mercury 11 Feb 1890

For “‘relics” of all kinds and descrip-
tions to come upnder the auctioneer’s
hammer is by ho means an URCCINMON
circomstance. Family heirlooms and
tokens and remsins of bygone civilisations,
objects of curiosity and antiquarian interest
pass from one owner to another as the
““lots ™ are knocked down to the highest
bidder. It must, nevertheless, be admitted
that very seldom has a stranger daty been
entrusted to one of the profession than that
discharged yesterday by Mr. J. C. Gordon
when he displayed the samples of mmmmifad
cats that have recently been dug from an
Egyptian cemetery near Cairo.  Mil-
leniums have rum their course since the catb
was held so sacred on tha banks of the
Nile that it was constomary for the inhabi-
tants of a house in which one of the
animals died to shave their eyebrows as a
token of mourning, and when they were
worshipped while alive and embalmed when
dead. The grotesque specimens that were
handled so unceremonioysly and excited such
mitth in Rumford-street yesterday were no
doubt interred with all the pomp and
circumstance of Egyplian ritual.  Few
ideas could have been further from the
imaginstions of the ecclesiastical dignitaries
who officiated than tbat a few thousand
years afterwards the sacred remaius, em-
balmed with so much care, wounld be dug up
by sacrilegious hands, rudely stuffed into
bags, and transported to unknown northern
Jands, there to be bought and sold, and
finally ground up and used for manuring the
fields. There was not, however, an entire
absence of reverence in the mized multitede

d to take part in or watch the
unusual sale of departed greatness. Grave
men of science were there, anzious to
secure relica of the worship of past ages,
and accordingly portions of the ill-leoking
mumimies were sold for sums which, though
small inthemselves, were rathermorerespect-
ful in charscter than the few pounds per ton
that the balk went for. It is hardly pro-
bable that the singular deposits in what is
now the Egyptian desert will long supply
the insatiable deroands of our agriculturists
for fertilisers ; it is rather likely that a pur-
chase of ground mummy cats for mapure
by a farmer will remain as 3 memory and a
tale to be told in days to come.




The Birmingham Post 11 Feb 1890

Nine tons of mummified cats from Egypt were sold by
auction in Liverncol yesterdsy, this being the second
consignment. There was a keen competition, the room
being crowded. Heads brought as much as 4<. 6d. each,
2 complete body without head 5s. 6d., some bomes 3s.,
while the bulk was disposed of at £5. 17s. 6d. per ton.
’ﬁ;ﬁc heonsignment was pronounced inferior to the first

The Huddersfield Daily Chronicle 11 Feb 1890

On Monday a consignment of nine tons of embalmed
mummified cats from Egypt were offered for sale by
anction in Liverpool. 'T'he saleroom was crowded.
Extraordinary prices were paid.

The Standard (London) 11 Feb 1890

A consignment of nine tons of fragments of
embalmed mummified cats from Egypt was offered for
sale yesterday by anction in Liverpool. The sale-room
was crowded. Heads were separately offered, and the
competition was keen, as much as 4s. 6d. being paid for
s head. A complete body without head h.ru:ﬁ:.t Bs. B,
Bome bones fetched 3s. each, while the bulk fetched
5. 17s. 6d. per ton.

Manchester Times 15" Feb 1890

From “Fun”:

A TFoRTUNATE CAT-ASTROPHE.—In the cat-egmy
of comsignments surely that of twenty shousand
mummificd cats, rvecently arrived at Liverpocl
from Fgypt, is the gueerest, It impresses she
imagination and appeals to the feelines to cone
sider that, after being buried decently for four thet
sand years, they have been exhumed to furnish
manure for a distant land. They werediscoveredina
cats’ cemetery—a famous cat-acotnb in its day, abocs
a hundred miles from Cairo—somewhere abocy the
first cat-aract, isn't it>—bLy an Egvptian fellah—
lucky fellah this '—who accidentally fell-ah intc it aad
a good thing at the same time, From the locality of
the discovery we presume that on this special occa:
sion Cairo did neither kill the cats nor bury them.




The Chester Observer 15 Feb 1890

SELLING MuMMIFIED CAT8S BY AvUcrioN.—Og
Monday, Messrs James Gordon snd Co,, produce
brokers, of Liverpool, sold at their offices, 9, Romford-
street, 84 tons of mummifled oats’ bones. The animals
bad come from Egypt, and were said to be somewhere
abont 2,000 years old. Few of the oats pat up to
suction were perfect, but there were numerous hesds
in excellens atate of preservation, tbe hair beiog pertect
in oolour and flexibility. Owing to the publicivy given
to a former consignment, there was a orowded attend-
anoe BScme 30 heads of the snimals were offered, and
were esgerly purohased at prioes varying from 1s 61 $o
8s. The bones were knocked down to Meesrs Leventon
and Co., of Hackins Hey, Liverpaol, as £5 17s per ton,

Reynold’s Newspaper 16" February 1890

Tre TRADE IN MonmIriEp CATS,—Nine tons of
mummified cais from Lgvpt were sold by auction 1n
Liverpool on Monday, this being the second consign-
ment. There was a keen competition, the room being
crowded. Heands brought as much as 4s. 6d, each;
complete body without head, 5s, 6d.; some bounes,
3s. ; while the bulk was disposed of at £5 17s. 6d. per
ton. The consignment was pronounced inferior to the

firat bateh.




Ipswich Journal March 1° 1890

THE ORIGIN . AND \-'N._ATURAL
HISTORY OF MINER CMANURES.
ig bevome nécessary for.fiemors b use avti-
‘it s jalso’ 'r_\cmssa{g for:th j
with the niture of the mater]
purchase and pit upon the land. Whit" they are, and
how they are best utilised, was explnined byDe. J B,

Taylor in ea interssting lacture befars ihe Framling- |

hum Farmera’ Club on Monday evening, The subject
is undoubtedly one which nacds exnaining hy thnae who
would farm suoeessfully, aud the disconrag was listeusd

: G tention, especinlly. as soms im-
fein thrown oub.. My, F. R.

! pled; : ! L
‘memberg preseist were ;—The Rev. J.-H. Pilkington, M.
T. Lavkester, Mr, A. Preston (secratarg), Mr,
Toaffrason, Mr. Ebbnge, Mr. Kiddall, Mr, Chas, Read,.
Mr. J. B, Garcard, Mr. D. Whatiag, Mr Frasois
Read, Mx T'. W. Read, Mr. F, 8. Ling, Mr. Hullund!
Mr, H. Mintor, Mr. Satauel Chumbers, Mr. 8. Fiske,
Mr. 8. G. Carlay,. Mr, Maulden, Mr, 3V.-Cocks, Mr.
T, Buckmnstar, Mr, C Smith, Mr. C. Ling, Mr. S
Been, Mr. Fuirwetlior, Mr. Norwan, &, It was vory
satisfactory to see tho lavge abtendance coneidering bbe
cold sbato of the wosther, nud suow-bound condition of
the proaud, and must kave bheen pheticntarly eo to Dr.
Taylor, whose roosption wus very enthusiavtic,
- Dr. .hu.og, ia intrat]ugbion.'l_mlledjattmtion to the
- (aot that e had Treqiiently spokun to similer audiemees
of the cireumstanca that the water.closet system wos
wasting the aptnral mingral fertility of the soil 80 A
‘to-jmpose the necessity. for using something else on the
fand, He pointed out the ahsvlute necessity for certain
chemieal elements to bo present in the soil, if that O
was £0 be useful. Perhaps on the proper proportion of
{hesn elements might depend the important question to
ngriculturists as, to, whethor it would
(Laughiter,) Hdwaver theb wight ba;
tha two ravdst, snd-yeb the ‘most. jnportunt of
“chemics] elémants in the eoil were unguesbionubly
phosphate and nitrogen. Phospboric acil foruwed nearly
50 per cent, of the ashies of the bonca of all animaly, so
that rio large-booad animnls oould be bred without ite
presenco—ond, of courss, tho desire of all brecders was
to have largé.Donad animaly. Uanless the substanse wag
prosenit in the'oil; anid consdquently in 1he plant whieh
grw npon i nod on which the npimnls fed, it would be
- utbprly imeposeitta for th. honp matter of the skeleton
" tp ba formed, Then again the aabes of the higher culti~

tainad. aboub 50 per cenb, of phosphoric acid, Duny
dgricolturisls thonght it necossary only to ‘employ
phosphoric muterials on arabls lands, hut it wns equally
80 0n permanent pastures, where it mizht be administaved
by band sowing. 'To provathia he showed that for every
cow kapt on  paabura throngh tho summer, notless than
50 Lbs. of phosphate of lims are crrried off in the shape
of veal, butter, and cheiss, Unless that is replneed,
such pastures must cerbainly fail, Botanists proved
{hat phosphioric aeid was uot only ono of the most
important elemznts of plunt Foud, bnt thet o soil can s
produckive which doea not eonbain it. Dr. Taylor thon
pointed out thint the original type ol allarbificial manures
wag guano, in which the pho:phates were solublu, &0
£hat Puvbherartificia) mavnres weve renlly imitations of
that (hencothe mnvufacture of smparphosphates, or the
condition in:which phosphates werosaluble).  This was,
perbaps, the most exstly way of employing phosphates
nafer.ilisars. Snch wea the opinion of all gaologi:ts and
| chemists, na woll naof the lpadiag scientific agriculbuiists
of every country in the world. Phespbate of lime, in
the supcrphoaphate condition, cortainly lind the denderey
t quicken vegetable gowth iv & marvellous degree, and
there oould b mothing better used if it was newsesury
immediately to re-invigorata wovn-out soils. Bub in
ovdinary soils the tandency wna to produce a stimu-
laucy that lnsted n year or iwo, aud that could only be

‘Then again; saperphoaphute requyed mixing, s Siv
Joshun Reynolis suid be wixed his peints with brains.
Superphosphates, sither hand-strewn or barrawed into
‘goils containing an abundanes of jroz-oxide, wonld he
rondered jmmediately insoluble.  In such cases nll the
lahour and expimss of menufactnring superphosphate
were thrown.nway.  Now, eaid the lecturer, thesa
superpbiosphatis were expensive, and if you buy tlem
under the belief thal they arve aplitble, and afeer plac-
iy thom om soila find they are not, wheb is the
ndvantage? Are they lost, oris thia n ense of putbing
money in ths hank in kmall suws to be drawn upon in
yenrs to como? He thought the lutter rapresonted tha
fnok.  The insclublo phosphates in the soil beeavie
solnble by the actien of the organic matter with which
they come into coutact, and pacticularly of the decry.
ing tips of (he countnntly growing rooticts of planta,
He'illustrated this by sbowing thab an experiment had
Tipen made by one of the greatest hotanists in Europe
a3 Tollows :—A corbain quantity of sund -wus placed
in & ahallow hox, the bottum,of which was prived nith a
polished slwh of phosphate of limo as fiard as marble
like that which oceurs in the south of France! In this
sand,previously calcinad strongwheat seeds woro plauted,
the sand was kopt moistened, the seeds germinabed,
their rootlets strotlk dewn th rough the barren sand
which cintaiaed no nutriment, until they reached fhe
phosphatie nrble sinb beneath,  Then they grow apaco
and  afterwards it was - formd  that the polished
phospbalic slab wasetchedall over with the most fautastic
clarncters, vepresonting the organic power of tha
raotlets of wheat to take up even solid pbosphate of
lime if they could only find ib, notwithstunding its
insolubla state, Now, continned the leeturer, incolnbla
phosphatie earth can be bourbt much more cheaply
than superghosphates, smd thers is no resson why ik
should vot beemploged ns o fertiliser, It wna quits
possible that o new trade mizht sprivg up in Suffals,
Cambridgeshire and Budfordsbire, by simply grinding
the eofrolitnp jnto the finest mechameal condition
vésombling flour, nnd using this material inthal state
withont any obher process.  The stimulancy to woro-out
poil might not ba so great ag in the use of superphos-
phutes, but the vegetabls bauking account woirld Inst

for many wmore yonrs, Hven uow, in poor conntries, such |

as Ibaly nod France, phosphatic eavthe, with o low
porcentago not sufficiently strong o make them wvseful
in the mannfacturs of - rphosphates, wers employed
in their taw condition, but mechanically prcprred, as
vinoyurd and cereal Fortilisers; Wwith n reat advintage.
Pasging now mora to tha netural history of mineval
mwunnres, he dwslt’ it considerable length on -the
" phosphates of Tima_Found in the earth’s crnat since'the
Giluriah poriod. Hu showed tha they were nll due to
organie origin, ond he entered into the way in which the'
denosits had been formed, demonstruting that the sum

& chnir, And cmongst:eotms 60

vaed plants’ sucli as wheat and céreals.govorally. con- |

kept np liko a fit of bnozing by fuesh drinks. (Langhwn) |

total of thesa phosphatic ‘doposits “was siaply the
rqsidance of the varinus eraatione, chiefly of ammnlr and
partly of plants, which had' lived in the woild until the
crention of mau. In ether-words, we were using up
thair old atuff. Wa were simply making nae  of
the romains of ancient prendemite . oreatures
for arbificinl maoueipl. purjoses, na . cerbuinly
7% we were importing the muomifal eats of
Egypt for the saka of fortilising our fields. Thero wne nob
‘o single moolooule of phosphate; perhiays, belonging to any
‘gaological formation #hat.was not practienlly fossilised
mugk~-in other. words, the remuinsiof erantures that
onoa upon & bime had been slive, and in most instnnces
of thaic poft parts. . Ele theo passad hn-review tho apn-
‘Aite doponits of Canadn apd Norway, bhe-phosphorite
desmits in the Silurian rocks of North Wales, and the
bads of phesphatite shelis, bones, &o,, in. Badfordshire,

T. | Cnmbridgeskive, and West Norfolk, nnd,dwely npon the

. vary intaresting doposits in Begium, st Mon:, which
90 years nga were witerly nnkpown and from’whiel;
now, at loast & hundred thousand tons p yeurwers being
exported, . He showed thatthess Mons deposite Sersin
{thio upper chall and acenrred yu pockatd [ike gand galls,
thie challe baving been’ very Inrgely dissolved nway by
thia lenching action of carbonated waler above, an that
-an oxenss of ‘osrbonate of lime. was looally remeved
and tho seatberod grains of phosphtes beeame conew-
trated. Then he discoarsed about the vact quantities of
tha purost phiosphate of lime which had found their way
to:Ipawich for meny yeors past throwyh the comiercial
aotivity of Messra. Prelkiard, from the South of France,
Those ware roally diseolyed hones of rnimals that fived
twaav thréensillion yosrs ngo. He nlao explained thophos-
‘plintle deposits in Nortli'and South Carolina, s well as
tliose of the red crag in’ Suffollc and elsewhére. The
origin of :nitraty of pofa’ was euteeed - into. at some
length, aitor, which.. the  Dector touched mpon the
natara of suoh’ deposi ha” West Indin Tslndds,

| whick was ore or less & yainy region,;and the irlands
along the Poruvian eoast which lay in. o practioally

ralnloss vegion, | Pho-doposita of tha latter ware rich.in
ammonia, owing to the dry.crnditiod of the nbmosphors,
' whilst in the Wesb Indies it wns .dissolved and
wished away, ar carried bo the rocks- benasth, inso--
‘mitch that the Intber becars suburated with phosphatie
mitter by poreslation from tha hedsi ahova for some
fedt, and in this atate was netually now quarried. and
0ld ns phosphorie rock. The lecturer: descritiod At
‘woine length the conditiong under which nitrate of soda,
no¥w 8o much sought after as an agricultural stimulans,
oclura in various pncbs of the world, Ha bad pro-
vidusly demanstrated the absolule necessity for all
. growing plants and eaeds that were fo be sufficiently
pltmp to be e_up_gli_eg with; their proper. propertion of
nitrogen.  In the .absbnos of rufficient farmyned
miuures, 15 was s real” gain to wacientifid agricollurist
to bs aoabled to fall back uppn mineral supplies-like-
.nitrates. After showing how in Asia nnd Africa the
pitrate of sndn had besireollectad from” the bottoms of
dried-up Inkes for .thonaapds of years, ho.went.on to
.dederibe the conditions’ under which“¢lays and” davths
vich in nitrates ocouvred on:the: Pacifie slopes of the
Anides, from the sen level up to n hoight of 4.000 fest.
They bad bee'p:protao'eil' “thore, ho “eaid: by the
Jsame lfoug-contioued abmosphericl @ryiess which had
moade the guanos of the West Const of Americn so
differant from thoseof tho Weat Tndies. = Many'of the
beds now brjng worked: for: nitrate of sodn wern really
andiont cave deposits, énd ' the, maberials had beon
deamulated from the exereta of hata for perhaps thou-
tadda of yonrs past, Thia earth.when lizivinted yielded
8u shundunca of nitiates and soma phosphates, and ha
mentioned that faet as ax illugtiaion of Low from
uoture’s table not n eingle erumb or fragment was
wasted ‘in’ Plio Tongi courge of ages, but they';s'v‘f’rstall
| gothered up do that nothing was lost. Could ho ndduce.
anythieg that would bebter prove: the suparintendence
of n Supreme Power than thab the exerats of Hying
_ma ﬂ: ‘likodbatfu,_‘ posited:in Chilian '{l,\l‘d ‘Paruving:
eaves thousmnds of yesps, agg were now beiny requisi-
tioned to fertilise the é‘gfrfs 'n@ En’glnﬁd Bl prnvid?s hér
childron with bread? (Applauss) - © -

The CHATRMAN then invibed members: to ask the
Doctor questione, After o pause, My, C. H. Smith
wiked whether De thought froat injured phosphate or
other manures. L . :
_Dr. TavLoR, in veply, mid ho did not think the
weather bad the slightest effect, There was, however,
ong way in which wenther affected the use of the
manures. The gnow storma of the lank fow days bad
heen particulpzly advantageous to thése-who hail strewn
the/manure jnst-previously, By the ‘pradual melting of
the! anow the gubstance mhuuh more. effectually impreg- |
nabad the g0l than wonld be'the tese had rain been the |
agency, tharshy wasting the material off t1e Jand rather |
thih sonkiog it in, This wae one of the rensons for the
oldjeayiog, ** A foot of snow is worth & load of muck.”
Suqwalko brought down the sdob, so thet ns the towns
became larger and lavger they might hope to avoid the
purchnse of this commedity. (Laughter) /..

. SprTH: 1 put some muck on a fiold tho other
day, 80 that I shell be bonotited thereby, ~ -

Dr. TATLOR:, Towwill'be able to pdy.n bettertithe
noxh time. (Loud laughter.) .

The CHAIRMAN nsked what' wns the relative value
of guperphosphate and ordidaty gronnd phosphate.
Dr:Tavton; in reply, saill be- thought’ this a-ve
Dﬁr-l!;n;-lil qnqaj‘fnn;i;l‘nking t.h: same b;?lsphnbe troete
chemically, and not trea 0F 5 1 baya to yay, for,
thel differauco in_tho codk &hf"‘fiﬁ&n"ﬁgg, i fhey
get value for mignbyiby payiog \f%ﬁﬁ ‘bYeinical treat.
mant? They did very largely in the ease of wornomt
| s0ils, for.a grent stimulng wns given, which,-however,
{did nob lngt, . But he belioved’ thab eimple. phosphate,
pulveraied to: the fiaenass of flour, gould hin used to
arenterigitenatave. In'the-lone tun, it would bnas

ipermanent &

il - plosphitic magure as!they culd
tind. “The great thing Was to' havo he boil peroninlly
charged:ivith the materiala for plant food.

Mr. MIRTER ¢aid be had heard it snid that tursips
erown npon artificial wavure were not good sheep
food. Wus that true? .

De, Tatros: What kind of manures?

Mr, MINTER : Phosphinten,

Dr. TATLOR asid he should think, cortainly not, Oa
{ie contrary, it being a8 desivabie t3 raise young cautle
ns quickly as poseible, they should foed them on plagbs.
prowing rapidly, ns they wero rich in albuminoids, .. "I
that cnse, be thonld profur o superphospbots to mp

-| grdinary ground unsuparruted phospoate.

Mr, SHMITH said thub . breeding, sheep . wera usually
referrad to fo the mofer, ¢, Minter hod wen-'
tivned. ' o

Lir, Tavoor sard thet, probably, it would be betber
‘nob to strain nowe too much by oo stimulativg food,
especially with regard to young'ewes, Beyond the nge
of o y=urling, he should nor think eny harm svould be
doue by feedng on phospbate-rised turnips, v
CMe) MInTER: Then it is really net the food but the
manser in which it is given P

Dr. TaATLOR: Yen,

«Mr. F, G 1186 vroposed o bearty vote of thanks tn:
Dre. Taylur, whe replied in bnmorons terms, A vntui
of thanks to the Chuirman followed, nnd this concluded |

+ha procecdings. I




Bristol Mercury and Daily Post 13" March 1890

UNMIFIED CATS BBADS.—Recent

arrival in Liverpool. A Specimen 5. 2000 yeard

B.O.~CRORS, Notural .0, dies of
PEACOCES FEATHERS, - orpool 1040 Bundy,y

North Wales Chronicle 15" March 1890

BANGUR MUBSEUM.

g, ~The Musenm Committee of the Bangor
Corporation shounld make an effort to seoure somse
additional attractions at the ivstitation which the
late Captuin‘Jones generously bequeathed to the
oity ;' and they might aecure one or two specimens
of " mummified ozts,” now on their way to Liver-
pool.. The expense would not be great. A conple
of complete cats conld be obtained for 10s6d. I
nnderatand. tHed tlhiere are now on view at the
University Colloge museum some heads of these
sacrad but dsfunct animels ; but I ehould prefer to
view ocomplate specimers, Could not Mr Lewis
Tonss;.of Garth School, mansge to obtein for Mr
Poter Williams, the curator, another head of &

ian Indian ?—Ycurs traly,
Patagonian Indian Curs 2 GRIMALEIN,

North East Daily Gazette 7" Feb 1891

Too'sa: “ What verv delicions eranes therze are,
dear. How I dvo'enjovthem!” Jula: * Yes, they
Bre nice. You kunow Lhere wer2 some bz sales of
Egyptien mumraitied ¢cats in Liverpoo! ba.k in the
spring, and pa boughi haell & ton and had them
used under {he vrapes and tomatees.” Tablean.

Liverpool Mercury 14" Sept 1894

and green; 1000 Torfolses, 7000 buandies Pe
eathers, srmall Foreign Blids, African Orlels,
80,000 Gold Fish, Pet Monke? Por Anim &N@gp&%ﬁg
Antclapes, Deers, Butfaloes, Emus, Fancy Ducks, -

'OREIGN BIRDS AND ANIMALS 500 Parrots, '
acotks

toos, over 20 Lions, Royal Tiger, Puma Liong,
Wolves, Fagles, Vulhares, Sh:fns C&nmﬁf 35'55
Cages; Black, te, and Black Neok Swans ; 13 Maoaws,

Foxes, Pet Bear, 30 Serpents, Crocodiles, Persisn
Cota, Wonderfully Carlgga Jaﬁmm 8word ; Mummified
Cats Heads, 1000 years (B.C.); 11 small Shetland Poniess 2
Btsllions, handsome, goin harness, a perfect show: 2 largs
American Mules, <C%D together ; ‘Wonderful Talking Parvot,
War Weapons, 500 Ostrich and » bost of%t-ookwo
humerous to mentica. _Stock purchased, shipped, or
lmported to order.—Cross, Liverpool, the greatest Emporivm
on Earth. 11ral?




The Times 2" May 1935

CARELESS COLLECTORS

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

.Slr,"'"Wilh reference to Mr. Moartin's letter in The
Times of to-day, may I remark that it is not only the
careless collecior who has been responsible for en-
thusiasts of a later day enjoying the at least temporarily
thrilling experiecnce of 4 wanderful find ?

Theic is the case of the arrow-heads observed upon
2 farmhouse mantelpiece in Scotland by an antiquary
who, recognizing the type as something never before
found in Northern Europe, questioned his host: The
farmer replicd that when ploughing he frequently turned
up these strange specimens, 2 statement verified when
the antiquary himself went into tht fields with a spade.
The exciting news was communicated to a learned
society in London, and a party travelled specially to
Scotland to make further investigations; possibly an
entite recasting of the archacology of the Brirish Isles
was averied when it came to light that a predecessar
-of the farmer had used as fertilizer several loads of
broken mumimy-cats, at one time exported from Egypt
for this purpose. With the mummy fragments had
comge the arrow-heads.

It was in Scotland, too, that a New Zcaland mere
(greenstone axc) was once found; and one of the fine
carved celts from the dsland of Santo Domingo was
some years ago utearthed in the Ardennes,

. Yours faithfully,
April 26. L AL

Mummified cats

The Daily Telegraph [London (UK)] 06 Aug 2005: 023.

SIR - Cats were indeed once worshipped by ancient Egyptians (Letters, August 5). They
mummified them and buried them in sacred cemeteries in Beni Hassan, 100 miles from Cairo.
Four thousand years later an Alexandrian merchant dug up 180,000 of them and sold them to a
Liverpudlian guano and bone dealer. In 1890, two steamships, Phou and Thebes, shipped 19 tons
of disintegrating cats to Liverpool for conversion into fertiliser.

Some of the more complete mummies were auctioned, and it was reported that the auctioneer
used a "pussy's head as a hammer' to amuse his clients. One of these cats is in the Liverpool
Museum.

As Mark Twain said: "If man could be crossed with a cat, it would improve man but would
deteriorate the cat."

Val Lewis

Shepperton, Middx


http://search.proquest.com/docview.lateralsearchlinkbypubid:lateralsearch/sng/pubtitle/The+Daily+Telegraph/$N/33554?site=news&t:ac=321269123/Record/134A1E2504D47DF45A/1&t:cp=maintain/resultcitationblocks

Freeborn County Standard, Albert Lea, Minn USA

MUMMIFIED CATS.

A Fellue Cometery ln Cantral Frypt Daba
bed of 1te Dead.

A cat fous thousanl yeass old Is not
altogether a familiar objset ta Enzlish-
meiy, and ean scarerly Lo rerarded as an
erery-day visitor to thedeshotesx The
artival, thercivre, of 19% tuns @f such
£als in Liverpool 13 an incident thatean
ovt but lay 3 Leary atraln upon ibe
Lritish capacity forexpiriencing amaze-
ment. Nus the Jeast astonishing featare
of this uaigue ¢vent is that the cone
sixnment in guestion, dewrribed with
cuorumercial erispn-43 as “a parcel of
elalmed cate™ conulats excisivelr of
feline mum=ies aptly, bot acmidental-
iv, culled frum a catacowb la Cemiral
Exyp. Therear no fewer than 10~
O 6! these smathed and apievd remalae
in the “parew]™ that reacked thisevun-
try o few dars 270, agl they lave al-
ready been soll for fertiliving purjdees
te a Liverpoul mapure merchant, the
auctiooier who dispontd of them using
voe of the decvassd cats heads as a
bammer nberewith to kowk duen the
o™

Acconling 10 3 correspundent. iz Las
long been la-lisved in Exrprolosieal elr-
cles that 3 heze cat eemetlery was In ex-
istesee “sumenbere abuui™on the leit
bank of the Nile. ©Opeday las=t autumn
a fellah buslapdman, while vamamed ia
tbe azricultursl pursuit of dxrginzg ata
place called Leni Ilasssn, discoversd
this anciratr Lyrial ground by a sery
simple provess  The soll which he nas
turainy Into a pit which, on further ex-
amizativa, proved 1o be 3 spacious eub-
trrragean e3ve, trnaniel by cocountead
lezions of dead cats Every une of theso
curprs bad be-en seduloualy embalmeal
and swaddled so 10 speak, in eloth core-
ments, in the very best strle of the ua-
dertaker’s eraft, as'practisd in the land

of the Pharachs soms tweaty centurles
Lefore the commencement of the Chris-
tianera.

The newd of this stranme discovery
spread swiftly through Lieni Hassan and
the adjoininy distziety, whenee laboress
soon Bocked to the pewly-opened cawve,
and »+1 1o work with mizht and maln to
disinter its venemable occupanti. Why
there cats Lad lecn mummified, and
when ther had come to be atzangeld 50
sysiematically in thelr sulterranean
rjuariers, weresecondary coo-iderations,
naturally vnoush, w the bacolie Egyp-
tian mind-In fact, *thesort of things no
fellab could vnderstand,” bu: the peas-
ants of the Nile are keenlr alire to the
commercial rTalee of ecmbalmed *eats
and dogd, and cach obscenesr beast, to
whichk Egyptian dotards once did bow,”
either as high-glaas manure or as a
peculiarly quick and frazman%t com-
bustible. With exemplary promptitude
and dispsich, thercfore, ther dug up
some hundreds of thousands of mum-
mies, several “lots™ of which were pur-
chased on the spot by local farmers
while others found their way down river
to the storrhouses of an Alexandria
merchant. This worthy, beinr of a
speculative turn of mind, shipped them
o to Liverpool *‘on male or roturn,”™
where they fetchel a trifle Jess than £4
a ton. Thus, for a matiter of three
*ponies” or1w~0, 3 Lritish *“bone-buyer”
has become the eole possessor of nearly
200,000 fine old crusted Egyptian cats
each of which, at the time of 1ts de-
cease, hald been deemed worthy of ape-
cialembalment and hororabl 2 se pulture,
acconting to the rites of Memphis Ilu-
Lastis and Thebes, “in that case made
and provided."—London Telegzaph.



